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RE Crty of Aligo V|e|o Response Letter to the June 15 2009 Orange
County Grand Jury report -'- “Paper Water”
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"Thrs Ietter is submrtted in response to the Orange County Grand Jurys
report “Paper Wate[ = Does Orange”County Have a Re//ab/e Future7” dated
Jine'15, 2009 S ‘ B e e et
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.. The City of Aliso Viejo (City) apprecrates the opportunrty to provide the

‘ foIIowrng responses as- requested by the frndlngs and recommendatrons
"* contained withiri the referenced report MR,
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] FmdmL1 There is madequate coordmatlon between local land-use
ncies, 1g in.a process that fails. to fully éngage the
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‘issues.,
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F.1.a: Water agencres have tended to avord rnterfermg or partrcrpatmg
ln growth-management decrsrons. RN
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g 'Response._ The Clty of Allso Vre]o agrees wrth thrs frndrng The Crty

IR recerves most ‘of rts water supply from Moulton Nrguel Water Drstnct and the

remarnrng portlon of the Crty is’ served by El Toro Water . Drstnct l'here is
some coordlnatron in growth management decisions between the C|ty and
these water agencres aIthough the Crty feels that. these agenC|es should be

‘ more mvolved in the pIannlng process and provrde detalled mformatron on
~the 25 year ava|lab|||ty ‘of potable and recycled water supplres for new and
redevelopment prolects R "
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F.1ib: Crtres and the County have tended to not errtrcally evaluate the
Irmrtatrons of water agencres supply prolectlons. B
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Response. The Crty of A|ISO Vle]O dlsagrees wrth thrs frndlng The Crtys
Consetvation Element’ (attachment A, page COS- 5) and Land Use Element
(attachment B, page LU- -10),of the General Plan include goals and policies
that were created to initiate drscussrons and evaluate the City's. water supply
prolectrons Wrthrn the' Land Use Element 'a goal was establrshed that
" collaborates’ with - local ‘and’ regronal water supplrers to ensure" that an
adequate water supply is available, that delivery and treatment capacrty are




adequate to meet the community’s needs, and that land use decisions are contlngent on the
avai abllrty«ofz adequate supplles ,

f‘ ‘ h
W|th|n the Conseuvatlon Element a goal was established to ensure provision of suff:cuent _
water to meet communlty need, while emphasrzrng the lmportance of water conservation and -
maximizing the use of native, low-water landscape and reclarmed water Both goals along with
the polrcres created:as-asresult of these goals were establlshed as’'part of the City’s effort to
suppdit” the - local water supply in the development and implementation of Urban Water
Management Plans (UWMP). Pursuant to the Urban Water Management Planning Act (Water
Code § 10620 et seq.), all “publlc water systems (| e., cmes countres water agencies and
other special districts that provide water for municipal purposes to more ‘than 3,000 customers
or supply more than 3,000 acre-feet of water per year) must prepare an UWMP. The City
developed a Land Use Planning procedure in which all new development projects are required -
to submit an Enwronmental Impact Report, in comphance with the California Environmental -,
_‘Quallty ‘Act, usmg the” lnformatlon recelved from the IocaI water suppIy agency that directly
“addresses ‘the issues of water supply avallablllty ard capacrty (see attachment C for example
of said requuement)
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Finding 2. California’s Ioémlng‘ water supply crisis receives very little, if any, expressed
concern from the public in_comparison to. the numerous other enwronmental rssue

presented during development project reviews.

F. 2a Orange County S’ cltrzensﬁ and’ mterested groups do:. not appear to grasp the
:seriousness of the ‘water suppIy srtuatlon or ‘the complrcrty and urgency of the
necessary solutlons

‘Response The' Crty partlally dlsagrees wrth thls fmdlng as |t relates to the Clty There are
ongoing education efforts towards water conséhvation. The Clty hosts “events throughout the
year in_which an enwronmental awareness booth js utilized. Information regarding best
management practrces for poIIut|on preventlon ellmlnatton of |mgat|on runoff and water
conservatlon is dtstrlbuted to event partncrpants |ncIud|ng local reS|dents chlldren and business
owners Upon mteractlon wnth the event partlcrpants it has been observed that a portion of the
srtuatlon and some have tval((e'nd steps toward the solutron Storles of shortened showers,
drought resistance pIants and ‘waterless™ car washmg are some forms of conservation efforts
from Aliso Viejo residents. “The conservation knowledge expressed by residents seems to be a
result of the outreach our local water agencies perform as well as Clty ‘efforts. The City also
utllrzes an emall contact Irst to distribute information via e- News updates and alerts to Aliso
VlejO residents and other subscnbers regardlng water conservatlon .and water quality issues.
A newsletter is also distributed’ cﬁywrde that addresses these same issues. Additionally, home
owner associations and property managers Iocated within the. city are kept abreast of current
|ssues as weII S0 that the tenants not subscnbrng to the e News can be |nformed

However large scale changes in water use behavror have not yet occurred There continues
to be extensive |rr|gat|on water runoff |nto the munrcupal storm systems People continue to -

wash their automobiles’ ln resrdentral streets and Iow water Iandscaplng is less than 25% of

newappllcatlons S S OV N
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The Honorable Kim Dunning
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Education efforts should be increased by both water agencres and crtles Educatlonal
organrzatron should also be engaged to aSS|st wrth these efforts ’

LIPS

F.2.b: Several recent substantral water supply awareness efforts are underway (e: g the
O.C. Water Submrt) that show promrse but appear targeted to audlences that are already
rnformed ‘
'Response The C|ty partlally d|sagrees with thls flndlng as it relates to the City. Some water
“'supply awareness efforts are underway for targeted audrences in add|t|on however, durrng
the last 'six months, local Water supply agencies have drstrlbuted alerts to AI|so VlejO residents
as well ‘as posted information on their websites regardlng water supply issues. In addition,
water conservation literature is sent with every  customer’s bill when appropriate. . These
methods of outreach are very wide’ reached therefore connectrng 'with’ people that may not be
entrrely aware of the water supply situation. However ‘the City féels that water districts shouId
reach out to more residents, HOAs, and businesses through publlc heanngs and town
meetlngs -
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Flnally, the Clty (smce it was |ncorporated in July 2001) has coordlnated with the A||so Vlejo
?Communrty Association' (a property master association wh|ch encompasses most of the City)
o ‘ensure<that landscaping, park maintenance and’ other servrces prowded by the' Assocratron
employ water conservation measures, use recycled ‘water if available from watér suppllers and
prevent water poIIutlon from fertlllzer and pestucrdes appllcatron and other potentral poIIutants
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Recommendatron 1. Each Orange Countz munlclgal Qlannmg agencz, in coogeratron
with its respective water supply agency, should prepare for adoption by its city council,

a dedicated Water Element to its General Plan in. conlunctron wrth a future update. not
to exceed June 30, 2010. , y N ,

Response: This recommendatlon will not be |mplemented by the C|ty because |t is not
warranted ‘E;’T S
This  recommendation wouId require munICIpaI planning agencies to prepare and adopt a
General Plan Water Element by June 30, 2010, whereas municipal water suppIy agencies are
not required to prepare and adopt their next 5- -year Urban Water Management Plans’ (UWMP)
until December 31, 2010, thus creating a duplicative and potentlally mconsustent mformatlonal
reporting process surrounding urban and reglonal water supply |ssues ‘As; mdrcated above,
the Urban Water Management Planning Act (Water Code § 10620 et seq: ) already requires all

“public water systems” (i.e., cities, counties, water agencies and other specral districts that
_provide water for municipal purposes to more than 3,000 customers or supply more than 3,000
acre-feet of water per year) .to prepare: an UWMP every five. years accordrng to particular
standards set forth in the Act. Requrrmg municipal planning agencies to prepare a General
Plan Water Element would impose an impractical, duplicative and potentially inconsistent
process and obligation in light of the pre-existing requirements of the Urban Water
Management Planning Act. These issues would be compounded by factors such as, and not
limited to, availability of legal rewew and applicable legal standards.
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The C|ty adopted its General Plan in Apr|l 21, 2004 ThlS plan |ncIudes a Conservatlon
Element and a Land Use Element which include goals and policies that were created to initiate
discussions and evaluations of the City's water supply projections. Within. the Land Use
Element, a goal was established that collaborates with local and regronal water suppliers to
ensure that an adequate water suppIy is available, that delivery and treatment capacity are
adequate to meet the community’s needs, and that land use decisions are contingent on the -
ava|Iab|I|ty of adequate supplies. . Within the Conservation Element, a goal was established to
ensure provision of suﬁrcrent ‘water to meet communlty needs while emphaslzmg the
importance of water conservatlon and maX|m|zrng the use of natlve Iow-water landscape and
recIarmed water L " e IRV PP o
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as requrred by the Water Conservatlon in Landscaplng Act of 2006 (AB 1881) This ord|nance
is being created as to. require water conservatlon measures o be taken with in the City as, weII
as’help to prevent irrigation runoff
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City staff is currently preparing .a Climate Actron Plan/Sustainability Element for approval by
the. Crty Councrl ' This document, if adopted erI be mcorporated into the City’s General Plan
within the next 24 months With this new element and the current eIements the City's GeneraI
P|an erI adequately address water rssues . :'—,:- e . . :
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Should you ha\;e any questlons or need add|t|ona| |nformat|on pIease do not’ hes|tate to
contact the C|ty Manager Mr Mark Pulone at (949) 425-2513. :

. L . . .
. - o Tkt . 4 I C e ’ * “ - i N R
SR A A 2 UL PRl A

Donald A. Garcia
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Attachment.‘ ‘A= Conservatron/Open Space EIement “ _ l '_ L R ‘”
e B - Land Use Element | ' ' e - R
IR o3 Example of Moulton nguel Water D|str|ct Servrce Avarlabrllty/Capacrty lnformatlon Request
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