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,. The City +of . ,  Aliso , Viejo (City) appreciates +the ,opportunity to provide ,the 

-followirig 'responses, a$- rehuested b)' , th6 , '  findings . . and,'recornmendations $ 1 . 3  - .  
* A  . - - , . -  

* ' cbntained withiridthe referenced 'report: - - .- T 
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Finding 1. There is inadequate coordination between local land-use 
,plannin~'a@cies; resultink in .aedrocess that fails 'to fullv'en&asefhe 

I*. I -  1.- - P . . . \ L  . .. C - 
issues. ' "" + I  , 4 .  
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F. 1.a: Water agencies have tended to avoid interfering or participating 
. ."'.,, $ ' . ' J  6 . .  

",~n~ro&h-+ana~ement&e'dikio'ns'~ 
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'Response: ~ & e '  City 'of . ~ l i i b ,  "iejd agrees with i'Gs findihg. ,The ,,City 
" i d k i g i  m'dst 'df i t ~ ~ h ~ t e r : ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ f i o m ' ~ d u l t o h  NiQuel w&terier. Distridt &rid . ,- .the , 

:?emaihing pbrtioA 'of'ihe City is'sdhed b$ E l ,~oro ' ,~a ter  *~ist;ib. There, is 
+ , *  4 s ? . . -  

' sorri; cobrdinatioti 'in g(o$h rhhnagemeht dekisiohk between2th6 ~ity:and , A  . 
" + these hathi I \ .  Agencies: although !ti& C'it)i.fGels that these agencies.should be 

more'involved in-'the planning '<recess and' provide detaile'd ihform$ti!tnlon 
ihe 25:yeai Availability "of potaqle ,. . a'nd . recycled . ,  , . , (  'water . , t ,  'supplies --. t foi . new - and . + .  

redev810pment'~~oje~. . - . % - a  , . ., . +  ., . , i-. I< , m e  ? '  . 3 1  I 721  . . b  , , t 
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F. 1:b:;cities a& the cocihty +h=ve;' ended to pot critrcall~ G a l u a t ~  , 'th= .- 

. limitations of . water ,. agencies' $$ply . , projections. % .  ;,.. 
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Rkpons=;" ~ h d  city' 6f ;Alisd -v[ejb Biiagie6s hith thi$ fhidinb.. The 'Citjts 
~onsehatidn El'ement (attachment A, C0Sd)'and use Element 
(attachment B, page LU-lO),of the General Plan include goals and policies 
that $ere creded I $  to initiate discussions and evaluate !lie-city's water suppli 
projection?. with$ the. land ~.&'.~lemeht, 'a' goal was estabjished ,that 
dollaborat6s' with lbcal 'ind ' rec~ionhl waier suppliers' to ensure:,thit ,an) 
adequate water supply is available, that delivery and treatment capacity are 



aaequAte to meet tKe community's needs, and that land Lsd decisibns are contingent on the 
t. <.:". r:-F:; ,.;pi LC!, 

a v ~ i ~ a t i i l i ~ ~ o ~ ~ a ~ e q ~ a t e  J supplies. 
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Within the ~ons~'&itid$~lement, a goal was established to ensure provision of sufficieilt . 
waier to me& community need, while emphasizing the 'importance of water conservation and 
maximizing the use of native, low-water landscape and reclaim& 'water. Both goals along with 
the policies - *. ,d.. +.%- .created-asva:.result - . .., - -- ,- - of these goals were established aspart of the City's effort to 
support tlie local water supply in the development,' and implementation of Urban Water 
Management plans (UWMP). Pursuant to the Urban Water Management Planning Act (Water 

? \  ' 
code .$ 1'0620 etWseq.); all "public h e r  systemi" "(i.e., cities, countieg, water agencies and 
other special districts that provide water for municipal purposes to inore than 3,000 customers 
or supply more than 3,000 acre-feet of water per year),must prepare an UWMP. The City 
de"eloped a Land Use Planning procedure in which all new development projects are required 
to submit an Environmental , -., .- Impact Report, ,in compliance with the California En~ir~nmental . , 
Cdality'-~ct, using theminformation . . receivedA-from the local'water s ~ $ ~ ~ l ~  agency that directly 

' hddresses'the issues of water supply availabilib atid capacity (see attachment C for example 
I I 

of said requirement). 

k:?,: z; .d f, F, . !. ; -, 
~indihh 2. ~alifbinia's loominq watei. s c i d p ~ ~  &isis recives'verv little, if an". expres'sed 
concern frbm the public in comparison to the 'numerous other environmental issues . < ,  . . *  
presented during development project reviews. 

I t '  - - I  

~ .2.8:f  .., b&nge . . county"'* ' =iti=ens >nd $terested - S  I$ t &bupd dd:. riot, &ear to grasp the 
:seriousness1 -*'f the -water suppiy ' situaiion or -theT 'complicity and urgency of the 

" .  necessary solutions. 
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i~&@b"&: f he '  City paltially dis89ieks w~th.  ..i'.t'.. this .*. finding *as'it: relates toithe City. There are 
ongoing education efforts towards' water conseivation.  tie- Ciiy hosts'eients throughout the 
year in-wtrich an environment-al awareness booth is &utilized. !?formation regarding best 
hana$ement !piactib&sfoi < ,. . po~~~idn'~~reventidn,~e~iminaiio'n . , :  . ,  of i*igati6in runoff and water 
E&n&ervLtion ik dktrib~ted to eYQht paiticipants including lo6al r@idejts, children and business . i, . . ..*<2 , 
owners. upon interahion with the)ventpa.dicbants;'i't ,tias%eenobse~ed that a portion of the 

h .-. . ., < ' ., ., ,->: , ,). L..' < x . .y . ,<  : ,, 1 ' -  , 2 ~ ' > . , ,  

City% residents (ad& and 'chfld&ti) :are well aware, of the c@ceins' about water 'supply 
kituhtion' and some' .have t a k i i  stsps' toward t* .solution:: ~ t o j e s  of' shortened showers, 
drought re~istah~e'~lants aijd :wa~ri&ss'ca; I? . . washing are some . -  forins . ,  of conservation efforts 
fibm ~ l i sov ie jo  residents. " ' ~ f i e  cohkervation howledg; ,*,;!..; expressed " a <  ,,<.. by residents seems to be a 
result of the outreach ourlocal wateragencies perform as well as ~ i t ~ e f f o r t s .  The City also 
utilizes an email contact list to, distribute information via - ,e-News a . $.I.:.- ,. updates and alerts to Aliso 
~&jei8' rekidents arid other sil jsciib~rs regarding water cbnsewation~~and~water quality issues. 
A newsletter is also distributed'citywide tti-at addresses these same issues: Additionally, home 
owner associations r . .  . , , and ppperty managers located, within the.city are kept abreast of current 
issuds . . $  i s  well So that .,! 

, 
thbitenarit~n6tkub$ddbing . + I , .  . , 

. . . *  to the ~:.N&$S can b; informed. 
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However, large scale' changes in watbi'use behivior have."not yet occuired.  here continues 
to be extensive irrigation water runoff jnto the m~nici~al'storm systems. People continue to 
wash f :. their. -, automobiles-.in residential 'streets 'and low w&ei landscapiri~' is less than 25~/?.'of. , , 
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Education efforts should be increased by both, water agencies and cities. Educational 
' I '  

organization should also be engaged to assist whh these'effort$. ' 
, t .  
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F.2.b: ~ e v e i a l  hc=nt substahtial hater supply awarenessefforts are underway (e;g. .he  
~ . ~ . . ' ~ a t e r  'SubmitJ'that show promise but appear targeted to audiences !hat are already 

* ,  \ ' I , ,  . 3 . -  ;. * _  I :  informed. . r I '  

.- * > I .  ( , 11 ' I  * 4 i ' r  i t a -  .. :, - 1  4 

~esljhnse:  he c~G partially'disagfees'with this finding as it ;elates to the City. sotie water 
supbly awareriess efforts are undehay for targeted audiences. ' In 'addition, howevei, during 
the lakt six mo'nths, local water supgy agencies have distributed'aldrts to ~l ' iso kiejo resigents 
as well as posted information on their websites regarding water supply issues. ln addition, 
water conservation literature is sent with every customer's bill when appropriate. These 

t i .  - methods of uoutreacti are very ,widec reached therefore connecting'with'peopldihat may not de 
eniiid~y aware of'the water supply situation.   ow ever, the'dity feels that water districts.should 
reach o"t to mdre residents, HOAs-, and busine'kses through public hearings and' town 

i '  * I . ' .; t : . " . , "  meetings. 
. -  . 

~inallj(-ttie city (sin& it' ;as- iiicorpaiated h ~ u l y  2001 )'has ~d6 ig i i i i t id  With 'th6;~lisk ,viejb 
community Association (a' propeity - .  master , association which . . A  encom pass& *,most of the City) 
to 'ensureithat landscaping, park maintenance and'other seilices provided by th6' ~%sociatidh 
employ water conservation measures, use recycled.water if available from watt& suppIib/s, 2nd 
prevent water pollution from fertilizer and pesticides application and other potential pollutants.. 
: <;b. < , #  - * -  . ;. ? : a * : ? .  !. qr ' v;- . *,. * .I,. , , - 8' ' ",, $ - : * -  Z 
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Recommendation 1. Each Orange County mun~cipal hl&~ning ag&ncv, in cbbpe%tion 
with its respective water supply agency, should prepare for adoption bv its citv council, 
a dedicated Water Element to its General Plan in coniunction with a future update, 'not 
to exceed June 30,201 0. 'i - T 

.k 
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Response: This recommendation will not be implemenjed . ". by .> . ;he City b)cquse it is "ot 
warranted. \. .. - 

ilS ?- -! , ) .  

This recommendation would require municipal planning agencies to prepare and adoptia 
General Plan Water Element by June 30, 2010, whereas municipal water supply agencies are 
not required to prepare and adopt their next 5-year Urban Water ~ana~em'ent'  plans (UWMP) 
until December 31, 201 0, thus creating a duplicative and pofent/all'y inconsisient irifoh-hational 
reporting process surrounding urban and regional water supply issues.. ,~s:indbaidd above, 
the Urban Water Management ~ l a n h i n ~ ~ ~ c t  (wser  Code 5 10620 et keq.)~alrekady req"ires all 
"public water systems" (i.e., cities, counties, water agencies and other special districts that 
provide water for municipal purposes to more than 3,000 customers or supply mbre than 3,000 
acre-feet of water per year) tq prepares an UWMP every fiveA'ieak according to particular 
stanaards set forth in the Act. Requiring municipal planning agencies to prepare a General 
Plan Water Element would impose an impractical, duplicative and potentially inconsistent 
process and obligation in light of the pre-existing requirements of the Urban Water 
Management Planning Act. These issues would be compounded by factors such as, and not 
limited to, availability of legal review and applicable legal standards. 
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Thd 6 t y  ' adbpted its GenerAl plain ' in ~ $ 1  21, 2004. This ' plan includes a Conservation 
Element and a Land Use Element which include goals and policies that were created to'initiate 
discussions and evaluations of the City's ,water supply projections. Within the Land Use 
~lement, a goal was established that collaborates with local and regional water suppliers to 
ensure that an adequate water supply is available, that delivery and treatment cap&city are 
adequate to meet the community's needs, and that land use decisions are contingent on the 
availability of adequate supplies. .Within the Conservation Element, a goal was established-to 
ensurb provision of 'sufficient water to meet community needs, while emphasizing the 
importance of water conservation a6d maximizing' - .  the use of native, , . low-water .. . t landscape and 
reclaimed water. 
" , !; ," ' ,. - 2  . . 1  ' / L .  

C '  , - ,  x + 1 3 , .  " t .  , r , . .  ,,."" 
The City is also planning to adopt a water ~f f ic ient ' iandsca~i ~rd/nanc; by January 1, 2010 
as ieqhred by  the Water Conservation in Landscaping Act of 2006 (AB 1881). This ordinance 
is being createh as to require water conservation',measures'to'be - A taken - .  with . t a  in the City as;well . ,. 
ashelp to prevent irrigation runoff .' 

I , *  I.,* , 

City staff is currently preparing .a Climate Action PlanISustainability Element for approval, by 
the. City ~ouncil.','This document, if adopted, will be incorporated into the City's ~ e n e i a l  . , Plan ., 

within:the neh 24 months. With this new element . . andthe ' -  , current . , elements, the City:s General >. 

Plan will ,adequately address jv8terissues.; . +  A , i '". . $  E .  - . P { .  % 
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Sholild you have a n i  questio"s or need additi6"hl iiiformation, please do not'hekitatk io 
contact the City Manager, .Mr. Mark .* - Pulone, ) .  at (949) 425-251 3. 1 , . 
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