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I RE: 2007-08 ~ I a n d  JUG ~ e ~ b r t  titled "Are Charter Schools Getting Passing Grades? 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is in response to a letter dated January 30,2009 and addressed to Superintendent 
Renae Dreier. Dr. Dreier assumed her position with the District in August, 2009 and was thus 
unaware of the request for a response from the Grand Jury. 

R - 1: Orange County school districts and Orange County Superintendent of Schools continue 
to offer expanded choices for educational opportunities, as required in the State Education 
Code,-by utilizing charter'schools as'an'option toprovide additional choices, especially for at- 

. . . . risk and academically low-achieving students. ' ..- r > t  : , " ,  
, I  I '~ 5 .  

I I .  Z , .  > < '  . 
Response: Agreed. The District continues to offer expanded choices for educational 
opportunities, including charter schools as an option. The recommendation has been 
implemented in Orange Unified School District as demonstrated by the fact that two charter 
schools currently exist within the District's boundaries, and are chartered by the District. 

R - 2: The chartering authorities should follow the intent of the legislature by encouraging the 
establishment of charter schools by granting more charter school petitions provided they meet 
the State requirements. 

- - *  - - - 
Response: Agreed. The District has not received a charter application since i ts  approval of the 
two existing charter school applications. 

R - 3: Local school districts provide adequate oversight of charter schools even though State 
law does not allow for full reimbursement for such oversight. 

Response: Disagree, in part. Districts, including OUSD, do attempt to provide adequate 
oversight of charter schools. This oversight is increasingly difficult in light of the ongoing fiscal 
crisis. As districts are forced to cut staff, particularly at the district office level, fewer staff is 
doing more required work. As a result, oversight is becoming increasing challenging due to the 
reduced ~istrict'staff available to provide that oversight. , , # I  
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Mission Statement: Orange Unified school District, being committed to planning for continual improvement, will provide a curriculum and learning 
envrronment of excellence and high expectations to provide each student with the opportunity and preparation to compete in the global economy. 
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On behalf of the Orange Unified School District and Superintendent Dreier, this concludes the 
required response to the Grand Jury. If additional information is required, please contact me at 
(714) 628-4050. 

Marsha A. Brown, Ed.D. 
Assistant Superintendent, 
Educational Services 
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